Presbytery of the Highlands
Stated Meeting
Commission on Ministry Report - Part 1
September 9, 2025

Items for Consent Agenda:

None.

Items for Action:

None.

Items to Report:
From the June 3, 2025 meeting:

COM-1

Approved the request from the Presbytery of the Northeast to Transfer Rev.
Rich Gelson to serve as pastor of the South Presbyterian Church,
Bergenfield, NJ.

COM-2
Approved Jim Vespoli a temporary member of the Presbytery while he serves
as Panther Valley Ecumenical Church as UCC pastor.

COM-3
Approved the Terms of Call between the following:
e Elder Stephanie Farley and the Musconetcong Valley Presbyterian
Church, Hampton
e Rev. Dr. Maureen Paterson and the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church
e Rev. Ron de Groot and Calvary Presbyterian Church, Florham Park

COM-4

Approved the Ministry Discernment Profile for the following:
e First Presbyterian Church of Branchville
e Lower Valley Presbyterian Church, Califon




From the July 29, 2025 meeting:

COM-5
The Rev. Bronc Radak was appointed moderator for First Presbyterian
Church of Sparta.

COM-6
The Rev. Dr. Maureen Paterson was appointed moderator for Bound Brook
Presbyterian Church beginning October 2025.

COM-7
The COM approved a disbursement of $2500 from the Clergy Care Fund to
assist a pastor with an emergency situation.

COM-8
Approved the Validated Ministry of Rev. Dr. Edwin Aponte as Dean of Drew
Theological School.

COM-9
Approved the Terms of Call between the following:
e First Presbyterian Church of Branchville and Candidate for ministry
e (Calvary Presbyterian Church, Florham Park and Rev. Carie Stanley
e Lower Valley Presbyterian Church, Califon and Rev. Tex Culton
e Community Presbyterian Church of Ringwood and Rev. Arlene Romaine
e Somerset Presbyterian Church and Rev. Nancy Nalepa-Skibo
e First Presbyterian Church of Sussex and Rev. Barry Young

COM-10
Approved the First Presbyterian Church of Sparta position description for a
Transitional Pastor.

COM-11
Approved the Dissolution Agreement and Separation Ethics Covenants for
the following:

e Rev. Ron de Groot and Calvary Presbytery Church, Florham Park

e Rev. Dr. Pat Sileo and First Presbyterian Church of Sparta



