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The Stewardship Campaign and Your Church’s Story 
Presbytery of the Highlands of New Jersey – September 17, 2025

A Stewardship Prayer

Dear Heavenly Father,
You have blessed us far beyond what we deserve.
You have given us your Son as a ransom for our sinful souls, and sent the Holy Spirit to 
guide us back to you.
Now as we pause to meditate on who you are and what you have given, we desire to 
show you our gratitude.
We realize it is not the size of our gift but the heart behind it that gives pleasure to you.
Help us to discern how we may joyfully bless you, our church family, and our community 
with gifts of our time, our talent and our treasure.
In giving may we grow in our most precious gift, our faith, and may we find new ways to 
serve and bless others in the holy name of Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen

Stewardship Council, Christ the King Catholic Church, 2014

Cedar City UT 
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Dr. Stephen Keizer
Vice President – Ministry Relations 

5740 West Heverly Dr.
Portage, MI 49024
866-317-0751
stephen.keizer@presbyterianfoundation.org

Presbyterian Foundation

As a vital part of the Presbyterian Church (USA), we cultivate, attract 
and manage financial resources of individuals and institutions to 
further Christ’s mission.
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What is Stewardship?

The Fundraising Landscape

Charitable giving in 2024 grew to $592.5 billion which was a 6.3% 
increase

23% ($146.54B) of all charitable dollars ($592.50B) went to religion in 
2024

Religions share of charitable giving has been declining over time
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Church Financial Trends

• Church income is rising, but it is not keeping up with inflation

• Only 5-10% of church attendees give a traditional tithe

• Of those who do, 77% give more than 10%

• Budget for “People” should increase year after year

• Budget for “Place” will likely increase due to rising insurance and energy costs

• Without a healthy budget for Programs & Outreach, church will struggle to grow

• Many congregations rely on a small number of members/families to meet their 
budget, and most of those are people in their 70s-90s

A Theology of Stewardship

Some give freely yet grow all the richer; others withhold what is due and 
only suffer want. A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives 
water will get water. Proverbs 11:24-25

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and money. Matthew 6:24
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Stewardship is …

• the joyous discipline of thanking 
God with the way we live our lives 
and spend and share our 
resources.

• the way we use the abundance 
that God has entrusted to us to our 
care to love God and our neighbor. 

• the church’s theological antidote to 
the chief idols of our age—
consumerism, materialism, and 
acquisition.

What is Stewardship

• Gratitude
• Spiritual Growth
• About Making Choices
• Caring for ALL that God has given us
• Time, Talent, Treasure
• Disciple making
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Stewardship is not …

• a once-a-year/seasonal event
• about meeting a budget
• fundraising (but we have things 

to learn from effective 
fundraising principles)

• about money (in and of itself)

Time, Talent and Treasure

• Stewardship is a three-legged 
stool

• It is not an ‘either or’ but an 
‘and’
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Stewardship in Congregations
Time & Talent
• Serve in leadership roles
• Show up & participate and/or lead worship
• Teach Sunday School
• Volunteer for mission/outreach opportunities

Treasure/Resources
• Financially support your congregation
• Consider your congregation in your estate plan

Testimony
• Share the Good News of Jesus Christ
• Share how your congregation is living out its call

Ties
• Connect your family and friends with your congregation

Why do you tell your Story

• Connect to the Strategic Plan
• Raise awareness about our Church
• Celebrate our Church
• Create energy about our Church
• Invite people to engage in our Church
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Donor 
Motivation

Top three things impacting a donor’s 
decision to support an organization:
1.Making an impact
2.Financial stability
3.Believing in leadership

Framing and reframing generosity through 
story
• We are already doing ministry, we just need to reframe our 

conversations about money to be about the MINISTRY impact 
and not about the expenditure

• We need to celebrate our MINISTRIES
• We need to connect money to MINISTRY
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What is Your Story

• What is it we do well? In our church, in our community, in the world?
• How are we being the hands and feet of Christ
• What is or vision as a faith community?
• Where do we want to be in 5 yrs, 10 yrs, 25 yrs?

How do you tell your Story

Abundance over Scarcity
• Preaching
• Minute for Mission
• During/before offering
• Newsletters/e-newsletters
• Brochures
• Dessert and Dialogue
• Sunday School
• Testimonials
• Narrative Budget
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Donor Driven

Two Different Ways to Do Christian Fundraising

• Case For Support
• Discipleship

The Need of the Giver to Give vs. The Need of the Church to Receive

Generational Giving Trends

Gen ZMillennialsGen XBoomersBuilders

1996 –
2014

1981 – 19951965 -
1980

1946 - 19641945 & before

Money is 
to be 
saved

Money is to 
borrowed

Money is 
to be 
invested

Money is to be 
spent

Money is to be 
saved

Loyal to 
values

Loyal to 
person(s)

Loyal to 
program

Loyal to 
congregation

Loyal to 
denomination
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The Ask

Asking for Partners vs Asking For Money

Building a Relationship with Donor

The Funds Development Circle

Recognition

Prospect 
Identification

Cultivation

Solicitation
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Keys to Success

• Be Prayerful
• Celebrate your Church
• Be visionary
• Communicate
• Involve many – recruit the storytellers
• Tell lots of stories – one size doesn’t fit 

all
• Fund ministry, not raise funds
• Be inviting not threating

Session

• Shares their stories
• Supports the process
• Be pledgers/tithers
• Be leaders in stewardship
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Pastors

• Talk about their own stewardship

• Preach about generosity regularly

• Be a storyteller

• Invite/ask

• Say Thank You

• Have access to giving records or be 
informed of changes in giving patterns

Six Elements of an Effective Annual 
Stewardship Campaign
• Identify and celebrate what members value in 

their congregation

• Inform members how their gifts are being 
used

• Challenge members to a higher level of giving

• Secure a financial commitment from 
members

• Affirming members and acknowledging their 
response

• Evaluate your program
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Print 
Resource 
Center
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Tools for Telling 
our Stories
Narrative Budgets
www.StewardshipNavigator.com

Church Financial Leadership 
Academy 

www.churchfla.com
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Sample 
Narrative 
Budget

Budgeting Tools

Line-Item Budget      vs.
• Accounting Tool

• Doesn’t show how money is being 
invested in ministry

• Doesn’t show how volunteer time 
and talents are impacting the 
church

• Should be used by the session

Narrative Budget
• Visioning and Story-telling Tool

• Shows the programs of the church 
having a positive impact

• Inspires and helps us see our gifts 
are really making a difference

• Help us to reframe finances to be 
about ministry
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Parting 
Thought

You will be enriched in every 
way for your great generosity, 
which will produce 
thanksgiving to God.

2 Corinthians 
9:11

Rev. Dr. Rose Niles
Northeast Region
731 Route 211 E. Ste 103
Middletown, NY 10941
(845) 326-6501
Rose.Niles@presbyterianfoundation.org
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Thank you! 
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