
2025 Clerks of Session 

Workshop



Scripture | Devotion

Job 19:23-25
23 “O that my words were written down!

O that they were inscribed in a book!
24 O that with an iron pen and with lead

they were engraved on a rock forever!
25 For I know that my vindicator lives

and that in the end he will stand upon the earth…



Opening Prayer



Minute Review Highlights

 Review Formats

 Important 2026 Dates

Sunday, May 17: In Person Group Review, approximately 

2pm (place to be determined)

Monday, May 18: For Review — Minutes and Review Forms 

Due to Presbytery Office

Monday, June 1: Completed Minutes and Reviews Due to 

Presbytery Office



On Sesame Street, today’s number is 

“You only need to provide two (2) page numbers for each 

blank line.”

_____________________________________

Circle gets the square

Circle Yes or No

Session shall keep a Baptized Members’ Roll

Session shall keep both an Active Members’ and Affiliate 

Members' Roll 

Session shall keep a register of baptisms, ruling elders, 

deacons, and installed teaching elders 



Regular (at least quarterly) financial reports received by 

Session. (G-3.0205)

Four Page Numbers Required: 

(1)__________ (2)__________ (3)__________ (4)__________

_____________________________________

Record Required (Active) Elder Training —

Monthly

Annually



Instruct, examine, ordain, install 

and welcome new ruling elders and deacons 
Instruct __________ Examine __________ Ordain __________ Install __________

_____________________________________

Or if exempted from officer rotation (G-2.0104b; G-2.04) list both

the request to COM _________ and COM’s response _________



Required Areas for Examination for 

Ordination and Installation

 Book of Order adds Historic Principles of Church Order 

(F-3.01) and principles of participation and 

representation (F-1.0403) to required areas for 

examination for ordination and installation

 deacons and ruling elders as well as teaching elders

Describe a time when you ministered to/worked alongside 

someone whose life experience differed significantly from 

your own. What did you learn?



Notice of any official communications to 
the session from the Presbytery, Synod, 

or General Assembly, including those by 
email

Quarterly receipts for your per capita payments

 Reports of exceptions on your minutes — including no 

exceptions!



Required Policies are Now Required

 Anti-Racism Policy      

 Anti-Harassment Policy     

Child, Youth, and Adults with Vulnerabilities Protection 

Policy 



The first shall be last

 Exceptions — Reality not perceptions

 Being a friend among your colleagues in ministry

Getting a head start



227th General Assembly (2026)

What to expect?

 Some big-ticket items



New to the Book of Order

 Examination for Ordination and Installation

 No Non-Disclosure Agreements

 Addition of adults with vulnerabilities to the child and 

youth protection policy

Mandated Reporters

 Paid Administrative Leave

Concurrences are no longer required for overtures to GA



Some final news and notes

 Presbytery Boundary Training

October is Pastor Appreciation Month

 Polity “Back to Basics”

Church Safety and Security Workshop

 Back up your computer. Please.

 Email addresses

Church Leader Training in early 2026: The Great Ends of 

the Church 

Oh yeah…Presbytery commissioners and their reports….



Community questions and comments
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